The writer believing, that when any space is left between the bottom of the filling and the surface of the nerve pulp, the least increase of circulation forces the delicate living membrane of the tooth through the opening, in the partition which separates the natural from the artificial cavity, and that the sharp and irregular edge of the bone around this opening lacerates the membrane, and increases tenfold the slight but unavoidable irritation which follows the exposure of the nerve ; this, or any other accident which might call a little more than the usual quantity of blood into the vessels of the nerve, would have the same effect. It is upon this belief that his present practice if founded* 38*
At all events it is to be hoped that the spirit of inquiry exhibited at the last meeting of the society, will not be allowed to subside, until some signal improvement have been made in this operation.
